ay —June, 1954 


Local churches near and far are planning to 
ake part in the opening worship service of the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of 

hurches, Sunday morning, August 15. 
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In Evanston, opening worship will be held 


pt the First Methodist Church. All the presidents 
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PLAN TO PARTICIPATE IN OPENING WORSHIP 


of the Council will have a part in the service. 
At that same hour, churches in cities and vil- 
lages of every continent will join in the service 
by the use of the same hymns, the same scripture, 
the same prayers, and many pastors will build 
their sermons on the theme of the Assembly, 
“Christ—the Hope of the World” or on “The 
World-Wide Christian Community.” 

Executive heads of practically all the US. 
member churches have approved the plan of 
local church “participation” and the order of 
service for Evanston has been sent to local pas- 
tors, with the suggestion that as they plan their 
own services, they find ways to incorporate into 
them some elements from the Evanston service. 

Many of the churches will use bulletin covers 
on which the Assembly poster is reproduced. 
Many will use the new hymn written by Dr. 
Georgia Harkness (see p. 4) or one of the other 
new ecumenical hymns selected by the Hymn 
Society of America. Many will be using the 
prayer which Bishop Angus Dun of Washing- 
ton (D.C.) Cathedral was asked to write. 

Materials available to help the minister build 
a worship service in harmony with the Evanston 
order of worship are listed on page 6. 


Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, in the United States 

to consult on final preparations for the Assem- 

bly, and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert examine the 

first copy of the Second Assembly poster, just 
off the press. 


A Message for Pentecost 


from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


¢As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet the Churches participating in the — 


World Council, their congregations and members. We request them to join in prayer at this time for the 


Church Universal and particularly this year for the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches — 


to be held at Evanston in August. 


Our Lord has promised his disciples: “You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and ' 
Samaria and to the end of the earth.” The day of Pentecost marked the beginning of the fulfillment of — 


that promise. Down the centuries, in spite of sins and schisms, the work of Christ in his Church has gone 


forward and spread throughout the world. Let us first therefore on this day give thanks to God for the — 


Church and for its witness in all parts of the world. 


In this year the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches will seek to proclaim anew 
that Jesus Christ is the only hope of the world. According to the New Testament the unity and the hope 
of the Church belong together. When we read the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, the 


word “one” rings in our ears with the impressive reiteration of a church bell. We are brought face to face 


with the great simple facts of God’s revelation. 


Four of these unities are especially relevant for us to-day: One Body, one Spirit, one Hope, one 
Lord. The people of God are meant to live as one body. That body owes its life to the Holy Spirit. The 
whole body looks in one and the same direction, for it has heard one and the same call, the call to hope. 
The ground of that hope is the Lord “who was and is and is to be,” who has come in the flesh, who 
promised to be always with His people and who will come again as victor over sin and death. 


In a world in which true hope has become rare, the Church is called to proclaim in word and deed 
that there is hope, because there is Jesus Christ. In a divided world it has to show that this hope brings 
men together. Let us pray that the Second Assembly may be used of God to make us all better witnesses 
of that joyful truth. 


A Prayer for the Assembly: God, our Father, Who has given to Thy Church a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, make us worthy of our common calling to witness 
to that hope. Son of the Father, our Savior Jesus Christ, confirm in us the assurance that Thou art present 
with Thy ‘people and that Thy victory will be fully manifested. Holy Spirit, the Comforter, by the power 
of Thy fellowship unite all the scattered children of God together in the joyful service of Thy Kingdom, 
and so guide the Assembly of the Churches that all may be done according to Thy will: and to Thee O 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory now and for ever more. 


A Prayer for the Church® ; Our Father, we pray that the Church may be one in Christ, a true 
fellowship of the cloud of witnesses and of all those who now love and serve our Lord Jesus Christ. May 
the member Churches of the World Council of Churches be conscious of their oneness in Thee and speak 
the word of healing to this troubled world. For the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


ATHENAGORAS OF THYATEIRA Marc BorcNer Joun R. Morr 
Ervinp Berccrav Grorrrey CANTUAR G. BroMLeEy OxNAM 


*Written by Miss Sarah Chakko, a President of the World Council of Churches, shortly before her death. 


Pentecost Sunday 
June 6, 1954 
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FIVE HUNDRED HYMNS SUBMITTED 
HONORING SECOND W.C.C. ASSEMBLY 


About five hundred ecumenical hymns have 
ecently been written at the invitation of the 
ymn Society of America in recognition of the 

ond Assembly of the World Council of 
hurches. The Hymn Society has chosen eleven 
f these hymns for publication in a booklet, 
‘Eleven Ecumenical Hymns.” 


Pre-Evanston exhibit of World Council materials 
in the library of Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Virginia. Many theological seminaries 
and church-related colleges are setting up similar 


displays. 


Young adults of the Washington, D.C., Federation 
of Churches sponsored a purple, white and gold 


| fower-covered float for their city’s 30th annual 


Cherry Blossom Festival. “Christ—the Hope of the 
World’ was chosen as a theme. This was the first 
time this federation entered a float in this parade. 
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First choice of the Hymn Society was a hymn 
by Dr. Georgia Harkness, of the faculty of 
Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, California. 
Dr. Harkness’ hymn, entitled “Hope of the 
World,” is reproduced on the next page. 

The Harkness hymn is also being published 
separately in a four-page folder which includes 
a French translation by the Rev. John A. May- 
nard of the Eglise du Saint Esprit, New York 
City, and a German translation by the Rev. 
Leopold W. Bernhard of Zion Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, Md. The folder also includes the two 
alternate tunes: “Ancient of Days” and “Donne 
Secours.” 

The Rev. Deane Edwards is President, and 
Dr. Reginald McAll is Executive Secretary of 
the Hymn Society. 

Copies of “Eleven Ecumenical Hymns” or of 
the four-page folder may be obtained from the 
Hymn Society of America, 297 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 10, N.Y. 

The new ecumenical hymns were first sung 
on June 1 at a Service of Christian Worship at 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New 
York, sponsored jointly by the Manhattan Divi- 
sion of the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York, Rev. Carl V. Herron, Executive 
Secretary, and by the Hymn Society. 

Participating in the service were the Rev. 
Norris L. Tibbetts, the Rev. John Sutherland 
Bonnell, the Rev. Philip C. Watters, the Rev. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert, the Rev. R. Waite Sten- 
nett, and the Rev. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, 
who spoke on “Evanston—1954.” A guided 
prayer for the Assembly was led by representa- 
tives of various lands and churches. Other new 
ecumenical hymns used in the service were: 
“Hear Us, O Lord” by J. Shirley Anderson; 
“O Sons of God Most High” by Sarah E. Taylor; 
“O God of Every Race and Clime” by Thomas 
Tiplady; “Lift Up Your Eyes” by John U. Ste- 
phens; and “Christ to Thee All Hearts Be 
Lifted” by Frank von Christierson. Also included 
in the published booklet are hymns by Perry E. 
Gresham, George M. Brydon, Walter Dean, 
Frederick B. Morley, and John Eagar Park, 
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PREPARING FOR AUGUST 15 


For pastors and other church workers plan- 
ning services for August 15 in keeping with the 
opening of the Second Assembly, a source book- 
let has been prepared containing a sermon by 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, appropriate quotes 
from many ecumenical leaders around the world, 
the prayer which Bishop Angus Dun of Wash- 
ington Cathedral was asked to write for this 
occasion, and other material. 

This leaflet and other background material 
about the World Council of Churches and spe- 
cifically the Second Assembly is available from 
the W.C.C., New York. Packet, 25¢. 


* * * 


Bulletin covers with the Assembly poster in 
blue and with inside space blank for printing 
or multigraphing your own service, $1 per 100. 
Assembly posters (see p. 1), 10¢ each. 


* * * 


In conjunction with the Second World Coun- 
cil Assembly, United World Films has an- 
nounced the re-release of its film on the First 
World Assembly which was held in Amsterdam, 
Hoiland, in 1948. The film is entitled “World 
Council of Churches, Amsterdam—1948.” It is 
a 30-minute sound picture in black-and-white, 
covering the events of the Constituting Assem- 
bly. Its re-release at this time should provide 
member churches with valuable background for 
the Second Assembly. $8.00 per showing. Pur- 
chase price $65.00. Order direct from Religion 
Department, United World Films, 1445 Park 
Avenue, New York 29, New York. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


t 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-month! 
bulletin published by the United States Confe ena 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 F si 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Tho aa 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. ch 
Council unites 161 Anglican, Orthodox ant 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neithe 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churcha 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its col mor. 


347 
BIBLE STUDY FOR ASSEMBLY > 
Sunday, August 15 I Peter 1:1,2 
Monday, August 16 1;3-9 
Tuesday, August 17 1:10-13 | 
Wednesday, August 18 1:14-21 
Thursday, August 19 1:22-23% 
Friday, August 20 2:4-10° 
Saturday, August 21 2:11-19 
Sunday, August 22 2:18-25 
Monday, August 23 3:1-7 | 
Tuesday, August 24 3:8-15a 
Wednesday, August 25 3: 15b-22 
Thursday, August 26 4:1-6 
Friday, August 27 47-11 
Saturday, August 28 4:12-19 
Sunday, August 29 571-5 
Monday, August 30 5:6-11 
Tuesday, August 31 5:12-14} 


Christians everywhere are invited to join i 
these devotions in their homes or church. 

A guide to the Assembly Bible Study, “Ne= 
Every Morning,” by Paul Minear is availabh 
from the World Council of Churches offic: 
Single copies 25¢, 10 or more, 20¢ each, $1 
per hundred, 


SEC. 34.65(e), PL. & R.. 
U. S. POSTAGE 


PAID 


New York, N. Y. | 
Permit No. 3103 
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Hope of the World 


ANCIENT OF DAYS (Albany) 11. 10. 11. 10. 
Georgia Harkness, 1953 (FIRST TUNE) J. Albert Jeffery, 1886 


1. Hope of the world, Thou Christ of greatcom-pas-sion, 
2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from high-est heav- en, 
3. Hope of the world, a - foot on dust-y high-ways, 
4. Hope of the world, who by Thy cross didst save us 
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Speak to our fear-ful hearts by con-flict rent. Save us, Thy peo-ple, 
Bring-ing to hun-gry_ souls the bread of life, Still let Thy spir- it 
Show -ing to wan -dering souls the path of light; Walk Thou be-side us 
From death and dark de - spair, from sin and guilt; We ren-der back the 


un-to us be giv-en 
lest thetempt-ing by-ways Lure us a-wayfromThee to end-less night. 
love Thy mer-cy gave us; Take Thou our livesand use them as Thou wilt. A-men. 


5. Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death victorious, 
ho by this sign didst conquer grief and pain, 
We would be faithful to Thy gospel glorious: 
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign! 


Words copyright, 1954, by the Hymn Soctety of America 
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BOOKS 


A History of the Ecumenical Movement 1517- 
1948. Edited by Dr. Ruth Rouse and Bishop 
Stephen Neill under a grant by the Association 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity, Disciples 
of Christ. (Published in the United States by 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 846 pp. $9. 
Available through the W.C.C.) Dr. Samuel Mc- 
Crea Cavert says of this book that it is “both a 
monument of scholarship and a contribution of 
the first order to Christian cooperation and unity 
on a world-wide scale. .. . It is safe to predict 
that for decades to come students will turn to 
the volume as the most authentic account of 
ecumenical developments prior to Amsterdam.” 
Historical developments within the given dates 
contributing to the ecumenical movement are 
traced by such scholars as: John T. McNeill, 
Martin Schmidt, Norman Sykes, Georges Florov- 
sky, Donald H. Yoder, Henry R. T. Brandreth, 
Kenneth S. Latourette, Tissington Tatlow, Nils 
Karlstrom, Nils Ehrenstrom, Nicolas Zernov 
and Oliver S. Tomkins. Dr. Visser 't Hooft con- 
tributes the final chapter on the formation of 
the World Council of Churches. His word is 
of hope that the Council may be able “to avoid 
both irrelevance and partisanship” and of belief 
that it can justly “praise God for the foretaste 
of the unity of His people which He has given 
to it. 


I Protest by Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. 
(Harper and Brothers, New York. 186 pp. 
$2.50.) The story of his appearance before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities 
based on official transcripts. The Bishop's own 
reflections, during and after the hearing, are 
climaxed by his closing comment: “If it be that 
the protest of one has been helpful in eliciting 
the protest of many, and that out of protest 
may come constructive suggestions for reform, 
then the day was well spent.” 


The Faiths Men Live By by Dr. Charles F. 
Potter. (Prentice-Hall, New York. 316 pp. 
$3.95.) “Written to help people appreciate the 
good in religions other than their own,” on the 
thesis that ignorance blocks the trend to unity. 
Treats all the world’s major faiths in an enter- 
taining, readable style. 
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The Kingship of Christ by Dr. George K 
Bell, Bishop of Chichester. (Penquin Bc 
London. 192 pp. 50¢. Available in the Unit 
States through the W.C.C.) Probably neve 
fore has the story of the ecumenical moveme 
been written with such a fascinating combi 
tion of brevity, clarity, sprightliness and sche 
arship. The author is one of the best-equipp 
persons in the world to explain not on 
history, structure and function of the Won 
Council of Churches, but to give a fresh 2 
forceful insight into what the ecumenical mov 
ment and its embodiment in the Council 
mean for people living in the world of 1S 
The Bishop does not minimize the difficul 
that confront the churches as together they ent 
this new ecumenical venture, but his empha 
is essentially one of basic optimism as he ¢ 
cusses the Council's significance as an inst 
ment through which churches can unite to gre 
ple with the problems confronting the wor dJ 


Christian Hope and the Second Coming. 
Dr. Paul S. Minear. (Westminster Press, Phi 
delphia. 211 pp. $3.50.) An examination 
the theme of the Second Assembly by the Nor 
Professor of New Testament at Andover Ne 
ton. Because of its clarity and penetration 
dealing with profound theological doctrine, t 
book will be of interest to laymen as well | 
theologians. 

Dr. Minear says in his introduction that 
has “sought to clarify issues rather than to so 
them” and begins by defining and tracing 1 
meaning of hope in the Scriptures. He shod 
that the idea of hope and last judgment : 
dominant themes of both the Old and N 
Testaments and that Christian hope, as dist 
guished from earthly hopes, is a reflection | 
man’s anticipation of the second coming. 


Work and Vocation. Edited by John O. N 
son. (Harper and Brothers, New York. 211 ; 
$2.75.) Contributions from Paul S. Mine 
Robert S. Michaelsen, Robert L. Calhoun 4 
Robert S. Bilheimer. “A trenchant examinati 
within the framework of Christian thought! 
one of the most widespread problems of mod 
life—the spiritual sterility and lack of mean 
in most jobs in our industrialized society.” 
tensive bibliography. 


